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the capitulating Wangs, and these, in return for his
promise that their lives would be spared, had under-
taken to hand over the city by secretly withdrawing
the guards from one of its gates. General Chen was
a party to this agreement, which included an under-
standing that the city was not to be looted. Having
thus come to terms with the rebel chiefs, Gordon left
General Chen to carry out the details of the capitu-
lation as arranged. He himself went off to report
matters to Li and to endeavour to obtain from him
such bonus pay for his troops as would reconcile them
to the loss of plunder from the city. To remove them
from the temptation of their lust for loot, he proceeded
to withdraw his men a day's inarch from Soochow,
Bur Li Hung-chang, confident now that the end was
in sight, forgot all his promises of liberal largesse
and refused Gordon's request for two months' pay
for the " Ever-victorious Army." This was bad
enough, since it lowered Gordon's prestige with the
force and nearly provoked a mutiny; but worse was
to follow. Gordon had solemnly promised, in Chen's
presence, that the lives of the rebel chiefs would be
spared on their making due submission. Even with-
out a specific assurance from Li, he had a right to
give this undertaking and to expect that the van-
quished would receive humane treatment. Some
months before, after the taking of the walled city
of T'ai-tsang, seven rebel chiefs had been cruelly
tortured and slain by the Imperialist General after
Gordon had entrusted them to his care ; the prisoners
had been crucified and subjected to the slicing process.
These barbarous proceedings had created such a
strong feeling amongst Europeans that General
Brown, commanding the British forces at Shanghai,